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failed is not recorded. After the absorption of Portugal by
Spain in 1580, the protestant nations became more and more
eager to obtain a share in the rich spice trade. The earliest
English voyages to the Indian Ocean, beginning with Raymond
and Lancaster's in 1591, were made on the assumption that it
should be possible to trade with places not under Portuguese
control. Thus when the East India Company was in process of
formation, it was decided to avoid all places where they were
established, and for this reason Arakan, Pegu and Tenasserim
were excluded from the scope of its operations. The same
limitation of scope was also applied by the Company of Far
Regions, formed in 1594, which financed the first Dutch
voyage, that of Cornelis de Houtman to the Malay Archipelago.
The great need was for information. The capture of the
carrack Madre de Dios in 1592 provided the English with a copy
of a register of Portuguese trade and government in the East
Indies. But it was a Dutchman, Jan Huyghen van Linschoten,
who revolutionized the situation by publishing what almost
amounted to an encylopaedia of the facts required by merchants
and shippers. He arrived home in 1592 after spending six years
in Goa, and devoted the rest of his life to the promotion of
interest in Eastern trade. In his two works, the Reysgeschrift
(1595) and the Itinerario (1596), he recorded a mass of valuable
information concerning routes to the eastern seas, and the
commercial products of the countries with which the Portuguese
had dealings. His Itinerario revealed also that the Portuguese
empire in the East was rotten. It was speedily translated into
English, German, French and Latin, and English and Dutch
merchants at once put it to practical use. It pointed particularly
to Java as the best centre for the spice trade, and it was in that
direction that both nations concentrated their energies during
the succeeding period.
Hence, so far as the English and the Dutch were concerned,
Burma and Arakan were at first completely out of the picture;
and for the time being Felipe de Brito at Syriam, and the
feringhi at Dianga, were left with a fair field for their ruffianly
forays.